Are chinchillas right for you?








Chinchillas live an average of 10 to 15 years and can live 20+ years.  Give careful consideration to your ability to provide devoted care for the next one to two decades.








If the chinchillas are intended for children, keep in mind that interest usually wanes as young people grow up and become more involved with other endeavors ~ school, sports, friends, social activities, work, etc.  Also, there is a very good possibility the chinchillas will still be around after your children leave home.  Make sure you are excited to care for the chinchillas and are not expecting your children to be responsible for them.








Chinchillas are not cuddly lap pets.  Even the nicest chinchilla is usually difficult to pick up, and they generally only tolerate being held very briefly.  They are quick, curious and energetic animals that prefer running around to sitting and having a snuggle.  Chinchillas can be engaging, outgoing, social companions who form bonds with their human friends; however, they are not lap pets.








Chinchillas are nocturnal.  They prefer to sleep undisturbed during the day, and they need attention and playtime in the evening and nighttime hours.








Chinchillas can be fast, avid and destructive chewers.  Given the opportunity, they will chew books, papers, clothes, wood, baseboards, furniture, wires, carpet, plastic, etc.  Keeping them cooped up in their cage is not an acceptable solution to prevent chewing.  Chinchillas require daily exercise.  They need at least one to two hours (more is better) of supervised time out of their cage everyday in a large chin-proofed area.  Freedom to run and play is one of the most important things for happy and healthy chinchillas.








Chinchillas are typically considered exotics by the veterinary community and medical care, should your chins become sick or injured, can be expensive.  A yearly wellness exam is recommended � especially to check their teeth.  








Chinchillas are susceptible to heat stroke.  You must have air conditioning.  Chins need temperatures between 60 and 70 degrees with humidity between 40% and 60%.  Temperatures and humidity higher than that can be dangerous and even fatal.








We recommend further research at www.chincare.com.





